p16 expression in conventional and desmoplastic trichilemmomas.
The expression of p16 in cutaneous neoplasms is upregulated in melanocytic neoplasms, ultraviolet radiation-induced neoplasms, such as actinic keratoses and squamous cell carcinomas, and in lesions related to human papillomavirus, such as Bowen's disease and bowenoid papulosis. In cervical dysplasia and tonsillar carcinoma, there is such a close relationship between p16 and human papillomavirus (HPV) to the extent that p16 immunostaining is used as a surrogate marker for the presence of HPV proteins. In this study we were interested in the expression pattern of p16 in trichilemmomas. Twenty-six conventional and 19 desmoplastic trichilemmomas were immunohistochemically stained for p16. p16 immunostaining was noted in the majority of conventional (80.8%) and desmoplastic trichilemmomas (73.7%). The staining pattern was both nuclear and cytoplasmic. The staining intensity was more pronounced in the desmoplastic variant. We describe for the first time p16 expression in trichilemmomas and discuss our findings in conjunction with p16 expression found in other cutaneous neoplasms. Additionally, the relationship of p16 to HPV infection is critically evaluated.